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A+ Interviews 
By Katelin Rugg 
 
We are an A+ school!  Mrs. Winkelmann is proud of  
being in charge of this school! We are a good             
community. Haley Vasey from 5th grade Mrs. Herting’s 
class is here to be  interviewed! 
Haley how do you think our school got an A+ 
award? 
 

We got an A+ award because we accomplish our goals 
and we show peace! We are an A+ school because we 
meet the high standards of the Brisas life skills!           
Congrats Brisas’ staff, teachers, volunteers, and students! 
 

Haley, do you have any teachers you want to give a 
shout-out to? 
EVERY SINGLE TEACHER AND STAFF          
MEMBER! 
Thank you so much Haley!  
 

Now another student from  Brisas, Emily Rugg from 4th 
grade Mrs. Buckle’s class! 
 
Emily do you think Brisas deserves this award? 
 

Yes, I do. I know that all of Brisas worked very hard for 
this amazing award. All the crew members on board were 
doing their personal best and striving for                    
EXCELLINCE!  I know that everyone at Brisas School 
and across Maricopa County are proud of us students, 
teachers, and staff. I think that we all showed a lot of life 
skills such as effort, perseverance, pride and many more! 
 

Do you think that our school could improve more? 
 

Yes, I do. Most kids talk in the hallways and even when 
there is a no wake zone, kids are still having side            
conversations. Also, kids aren’t respecting friends or 
school materials any more. I know it can be hard coming 
to the end of a school year and getting ready for summer, 
but we all need to finish the school year proudly.  
 

Thank you very much, Emily. 
I agree 100% with all of these 
answers. I do have to say our 
school is an A+ school and we 
are proud of being one! 

The Scoop on Spring Kickball      
By Ryan Lerma 
Hey there sport fans! Did you get a chance to catch any 
of the exciting kickball games? First through Fifth had 
some action packed games out on the field. Hard kicks, 
fast base running and amazing catches were just a bit 
of the excitement going on. 4th grades team names 
were::                                                                         
Buckle Beasts,                                                      
Frampton Narwhales,                                           
Klotz’s Koalas,                                                                     
Dibble’s Unicorn Ninjas.                                                
The teams were awesome and played their best.    
Some of the other teams were                                           

Audsley’s Snatchers,                                                        
Noppenberg’s Noppenberts,                       
Buckle’s Wildcats.                                                  

Thanks to everyone who made 
it fun! 

Fifth Grade Teacher Reflects                    
By David Gomez 
 As you know it is getting close to the end of the year, 
some of you have a few more years at Brisas, but 5th 
graders don’t. I wanted to know how Mrs. Noppenberg 
felt about letting her students go to Middle School.     
She  said is sad to see them go because they built such a 
good classroom community, but is excited for her        
students because they get to have new experiences in 
middle school. “ I know my students are prepared for 
6 t h  g r a d e ”  M r s .  N o p p e n b e r g  s a i d .                                     
Remember it is time for all of us in 5th grade to move 
onto the next chapter of our lives. 



Book Review: Hatchet by Gary Paulsen                                                
By Maya Hicks 
Today's book review is about the book Hatchet by Gary Paulsen. 
Hatchet is about the story of a 13 year old boy named Brian, who 
crashes in a bush plane and lives by himself for 54 days.  

Brian's parents just got divorced and he was going to visit his dad in 
the Canadian oil fields. The pilot has a heart attack right in front of 
Brian and he crashes in a lake. Brian finds a way to build a shelter and 
make weapons/tools for hunting. He does all of this with a single item, 
a hatchet. Brian changes over time and becomes more mature than   
before he crashed. He suddenly becomes Mr. Tough.                                 

 The story takes a twist when Brian gets a very important item.                
The survival pack that was stuck inside the plane half submerged    
under water. A pilot comes and rescues Brian after he mistakenly 
turned on the Emergency Transmitter in the survival pack.  After the 
survival pack is retrieved and explored, the story just ends.                                   

Brian has changed significantly after the 54 days of ''Mr. Tough'' mode. 
Brian's changes are permanent yet some are temporary. One thing that 
is permanent is that he will never waste any thing again because he 
know everything has it's own sentimental value. He will also have very 
keen instincts the rest of his life. Brian knows some things will  be the  
same, such as his parents, but he knows he will never be the same ever 
again.  

Many people did not like the story ending. It ended too soon.                 
"If I were Brian, I would have thought all the hard work I did getting 
the survival pack was a waste. I would have been disappointed after 
the incredible luck of finding the survival pack'', says Miranda in            
M r s .  N o p p e n b e r g s  c l a s s .                                                                         
Many people think Gary Paulsen gave us a disappointing ending.    
Out of 5 stars, the rating of this book would be about a 4. 

  

Read, Play, Win! 
Summer Reading 
Program 
Since 2000, the Arizona          
Diamondbacks and The Arizona 
Republic have joined with      
various public library districts in 
Maricopa County to present 
Read, Play, Win, a summer         
reading program for children and 
their families. The Read, Play, 
Win, summer reading program is 
a way to encourage summer 
reading by rewarding participants 
with different prizes for reading. 
Just for signing up for the           
program, children will receive 
one (1) free ticket to a D-backs 
game at Chase Field! To               
participate, go to 
www.SummerReadingAZ.com or 
visit your public library in any of 
the following Maricopa County 
districts: Apache Junction,  
Chandler, Glendale, Peoria, 
Phoenix, Scottsdale and Tempe. 

 

 



Goodbye Elementary, Hello Middle School!                                               
By: Zoe Weisberg  
It’s that time of year. The last day of school is growing closer and closer.           
Most of the students here at Brisas will be returning next year, and moving on to a 
new grade level. But not the 5th Graders, in August they will be in Middle School 
and many will be attending Aprende Middle School. Aprende is the school next to     
Brisas. Lots of the students at Brisas have siblings or know someone at Aprende. Some fifth graders I 
spoke too are excited but a few have different feelings. Here is what was said: 

Monica Perez in Mrs. Mehl’s class said, “I am feeling excited for Aprende because of Spirit Day.” Spirit 
day is when you dress up a certain way according to a theme such as western, Hawaiian, neon etc.  

Zoe Weisberg Sounds like lots of fun Monica! I can’t wait for that as well! 

Kacey McCain in Mrs. Mehl’s class said, “I am eager to go to Aprende because I’ll be older, and meet 
new friends!”  

Zoe Weisberg I agree! It’s always great to meet new friends, but don’t forget to keep the old. 

David Gomez in Mrs. Rollins’ class says, “I’m excited for Aprende Middle School because I’ll get to    
rotate to different classes every period (not that I don’t like being with the teacher I have now)            
although I’m sad that I have to leave Brisas, I’ve had so many adventures here!”  

Zoe Weisberg I am with you on that David! I’ve had so many memories here as well, but hopefully we 
will find some more at Aprende! 

Madison Davis in Mrs. Rollins’ class says, “I am excited for all the new events like Spirit days and 
dances.”  

Zoe Weisberg You’re right! It will be so much fun! 

Jared Arce in Mrs. Rollins’ class says, “I am excited for new teachers and new friends, but nervous that it 
will be harder. 

Zoe Weisberg  I can’t wait to meet new people too! It will be harder, but as long as you try your hardest, 
It will be totally fine! 

Hannah Murro in Mrs. Rollins’ is “Excited for the new lunches, but worried it will be hard to find the 
classes she needs to go to.”  

Zoe Weisberg Mmmm… new food! Try keeping a list of all your classes, it will help a lot! 

Carina Tran in Mrs. Noppenberg class  says “I’m excited to be  going into middle school with my sister 
and I’m excited for the new opportunities.  

Zoe Weisberg  There will be lots of opportunities to try new things!  

                                                                                                                                                                                 
Well to all 5th graders, good luck in middle school, but don’t forget all of the fun we’ve had here at Brisas! 
Have a great summer Geckos and see you soon! 



Watch out for Water!                                                                                 
By: Miranda Heinrich 
Get ready to be splashed! On Tuesday, the 21st, like we’ve had for our past traditions, a fire truck would 
come with their big hose and drown you with water. You may think that this is no big deal, but for you    
people that don’t know what this is, the hose could probably reach levels at 50 feet above ground! That’s 
the height of a 2.5 story building! People could wear their swimsuits or they could wear clothes that they 
wouldn’t mind getting wet. Taken place on the field, each grade level would run out and join the big water 
party in temperatures probably at 100°F! This is one of the most amazing, phenomenal, awesome traditions 
that we are lucky to have at Brisas. 
There are some preparation suggestions that you might need for the event. I recommend the following: 
sunscreen, swimsuits, an extra outfit for after the party, towels for drying off, and shoes easy to put on and 
off (flip-flops, sandals). You should have a bag to hold all the things you’ve brought so that it’s more     
portable. Have fun packing!                                                                                                                          
Beautiful streams of water shoot out from a giant hose on 120 laughing students. What a sight! Firemen 
have to stand out there for us. I just have to say, THANK YOU!!! I really appreciate this wonderful       
opportunity and I know you do too. The first thing that I want is a great refreshing 
soak. Don’t just sit here and wait around! Go outside with your friends and have a 
splashing’ time! See you on the field, A+ Geckos! 

Day Of  The Kids!                
By Ashley Trujillo  
"Dia De Los Ninos";   “Day of The Kids”  
is a Mexican tradition. I think a lot of the       
children that live in Mexico love this holiday 
which is celebrated on  April 30. To             
celebrate the Day Of The Kids  children are 
celebrated for being kids!                                                                                  
Parents  give  their children a lot of presents 
that day. We celebrate all the kids for who they 
are!    For children that are: smart, funny, free 
and young! Being a kid is a stage in your life 
that is really important. You celebrate for not 
being an adult or worrying about bills!  You 
also don't have to worry about yourself getting 
into your elderly years! But sooner or later your 
going to be elderly! And you are going to be 

celebrating with your 
child!   

 

 

 

Thank  You Gecko Gazette staff  
Have a great Summer Break        
Mrs. Audsley  &  Mrs. Grant! 


